
Seeking the Lost
A Study of the Lord’s Parables in Luke 15-16

Class 2 The Lost Sons Luke 15:11-32
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Goals: to recognize God’s calling to us and to look within ourselves 
to see if perhaps we are the ones that need restoration. 

1 - God’s Family

Class Outline

2 - The Story of the Two Lost Sons
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As we saw in the last class, they are…

…but at the same time, the Lord was really aiming at the scribes 
and Pharisees, and their issues:

1 - They didn’t realize that they were sinners.

2 - They didn’t recognize that God wanted sinners restored.

And so, almost everything he said was focused on these two problems.

In the parable of the lost sheep and lost coin, their sinfulness was fairly 
apparent.

But the parable of the lost sons is a bit different.

Their sinfulness centers on a specific concept––God’s desire for a family 
member, not a servant.

John 15:13-15 “I call you not servants”
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Job 38:4-7

Hebrews 13:2

Angels are constantly described as “men”

But, why did the angels first appear on the 6th day? Genesis 1:26

God turned to His “sons” when He was going to enlarge the family!

Thus, Scripture has a consistent emphasis about God being our Father 
and us being His children.

And, salvation only comes through being part of this family.

Galatians 3:27, 29

God has specifically set up the salvation process so that we 
have to join a family!
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God Manifestation

We often talk about “God manifestation” as God’s purpose.

Numbers 14:21
Matthew 6:10

“God’s Family” is another way of saying the same thing.

God wants to create a family that has a family resemblance!

Matthew 5:48 - “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.”
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While the Pharisees 
understood the two 
sides, they didn’t 

understand that God’s 
side is a family.
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Thus, all throughout this incident, and particularly in the parable of the lost 
sons, the Lord emphasized that God wants a relationship.

Luke 14:26-27 The Lord wanted a relationship!

Luke 14:33 The Lord wanted a relationship!

It wasn’t just about serving, it was an entire lifestyle change.

The parable of the lost sons was going 
to powerfully hit this point.

He’s going to do this by bringing together the two previous parables.

the lost sheep the lost coin

the lost sons

lost outside the house lost inside the house

With this parable, the Lord will show God’s desire to have a relationship.

1% loss 10% loss

And, he showed that believers must long for sinners’ restoration.

A loss like this couldn’t simply be dismissed!

oh well! cut your losses!
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soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 
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And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
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2 - Elder son

= lost sheep

=

the father simply gave up
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And when we seek, we seek like the Lord Jesus.


