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CLASS OUTLINE

Goals: to see the connection of this parable to the parables of the
lost and to realize the Lord's emphasis on the sinfulness of a
particular group of people.
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Usually we classify three parables as the “parables of the lost™

| - the lost sheep  However, it would appear as though there are more.
2 - the lost coin

3 - the lost sons

Luke |5:32
't was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother
was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and Is found.

|

Luke | 6:]
And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which
had a steward: and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted
his goods.



After the parable of the unjust steward, the Lord continued.



Luke [6:19
There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen,
and fared sumptuously every day.
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Put together, there appears to be five parables of the lost:

| - the lost sheep

2 - the lost coin

3 - the lost sons

In our next two classes, we'll examine the last two parables.

And, we'll try to understand what was lost in both of them.
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Luke |6:2 an opportunity to defend himself

[fUke [6:3-4 wmmemm——p—Knew that he would lose his job!

So-what would he do!

Luke 16:3 NASB

“Ihe manager said to himself, VWWhat shall | do, since my master is taking
the management away from me! | am not strong enough to dig; | am
ashamed to beg.
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So-what would he do!

I'hen, he had an idea—a decelrtiul idea, but 1t fit with his previous actions,
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A WASTEFUL STEWARD

Luke [6:6 NIV
“‘Eight hundred gallons of olive oll; he replied.” The manager told him, ' Take
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.”
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the same term describes the prodigal son!

Luke |6:2 an opportunity to defend himself
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A WASTEFUL STEWARD

Luke [6:7 NIV
“Then he asked the second,’And how much do you owe! ‘A thousand
bushels of wheat, he replied."He told him, Take your bill and make 1t eight

hundred.
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The same amounts are confirmed by footnotes In the ESV, NASB, and NKJV.
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Luke |6:] ‘wasted” = GI28/ "o scatter abroad”
the same term describes the prodigal son!

Luke |6:2 an opportunity to defend himself

[fUke [6:3-4 wmmemm——p—Knew that he would lose his job!

Luke [6:5-7 ¥ he lowered the accounts receivable

“everyone of his lord's debtors”

his was the kind of thing that could bring bankruptcy!

But the steward didn't seem to care—this was about him!

A WASTEFUL STEWARD

A bushel Is about eight dry gallons!
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This man acted in a way that our God hates:

Proverbs 6:16-17
These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination

unto him: g proud ook ue, and hands that shed innocent
sllelele}

‘| am ashamed to beg’ - v. 3 ESV
“the dishonest manager’ - v. 8 ESV

Thus, we would expect to see him firmly condemned.



But he isn't.
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Instead, he Is praised by the rich man.

And even more, he Is praised by the Lord Jesus!

COMMENDED

Luke [6:8 “the lord commended the unjust steward”

“for the children of this world are...wiser”

I he parable took an unexpected turn!

Christ wants his followers to be like the unjust steward. Luke 69

But why would the Lord
commend someone like this?
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Tradrtionally, we attempt to explain this paradox in the following way:

- the children of this world are “wise™ In their own pursurts
- the Lord told, his followers to be “wise as serpents” Matthew [0:16

- Just ke the unjust steward, we need to use whatever methods necessary to
oet what we want—the Kingdom of God

- as well, the only ones who have control over “everlasting habitations” are
God and the Lord Jesus

- thus, when Christ said “make to yourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness, he meant to use money In righteous way

A POSSIBILITY
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Both of these principles are certainly Scriptural.
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50, the two major principles that come out of this interpretation are;

| - Christ's disciples should not allow anything to hold them back from
their main goal

2 - Believers should use their money In a way that pleases the Father

Both of these principles are certainly Scriptural.

Zeal for the Kingdom: Deuteronomy 6.5 Psalm 69:9 Philippians 2:12-13 ,,
Wise use of money:  Mark [0:21  Luke 19:8 | Timothy 6:1/7-19 |

A POSSIBILITY



But, while they are Scriptural, are they actually principles that are
supported by the parable?
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This interpretation doesn't address why the Lord used a dishonest cheat as
his example.

- why not use a farmer who planted early and worked hard?

- why not use a fisherman who fished all night and into the morning?

THINCS THAT DONT -FIFF

It also skips over a major aspect of parables.
Parables aren't simply fables!

Instead, each character and event represents something specific!
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Consider the parable of the sower:

Matthew [3:19
When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it

not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown
In his heart. This Is he which received seed by the way side.

seed = “the word of the kingdom”
birds = “the wicked one”
wayside = those who hear the word and don't understand it

This happens with each of the different types of ground.

Just a few verses later, the Lord did the same with the parable
of "the wheat and the tares.’

Matthew |3:3/-39
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So who does the unjust steward represent!
T he I1s an example to the believers, does he represent them!?

And If he does, then who Is the rich man!?

EVENT REPRESENT

Unfortunately, the traditional interpretation seems to understand this as
more of a fable rather than a parable.
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| - How does the traditional interpretation fit with the context?

G

| Corinthians 3:18-20
Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise

in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. For the
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For It Is written, He
taketh the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth

the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.
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2 - While the Lord told his disciples to be “wise as serpents, he also
added that they should be “harmless as doves."

...But the unjust steward wasn't. Instead, he was simply a serpent.

MORE PROBLEMS
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