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Introduction

The Book of Revelation is the last of the inspired writings and contains a personal
message from the Lord Jesus Christ to his friends. It is written in a style that only his
friends can understand, because it expresses "spiritual things in spiritual words" and
therefore requires a spiritual mind to interpret its message. Very often the "Lord's
friends" also experience difficulty in comprehending certain features of the book and
whilst acknowledging that it is right that the message should be written in such a
fashion that "the wicked will not understand" (Dan. 12:10) they are frequently per-
plexed at the structure and arrangement of the message. It could be true to say that such
people come to view the Apocalypse as a series of difficult visions to be explained and
reconciled with what they know to be the Truth of the Gospel but without a clear
understanding of why the Book was structured in this fashion.

Acknowledging, therefore, that the Lord carefully chose every symbol as the best
possible illustration by which to convey his "spiritual message", it is encumbent upon
his friends to study the book with a view to understanding its theme. This theme is
expressed in the title Revelation, or, to transpose the Greek word, Apocalypse. It is a
confidential message from the Lord explaining to his friends how the Father has
manifested His Glory in the past, is manifesting it at the present and will assuredly
reveal it in a multitude of glorified ones in His future Kingdom. The message is set out
in the most beautiful and orderly fashion that the mind of the Spirit could devise and it
is "our Glory to search it out" (Prov. 25:2).

These notes endeavour to concentrate attention on the thematic message of the
Apocalypse but at the same time give a reasonably detailed analysis of each individual
symbol and verse as an essential basis for understanding the message as a whole.

This has been done by drawing attention to key words and phrases which indicate
certain features of the theme and where necessary presenting them in tabular or chart
form. One chart, for example, suggests an overall analysis of the Apocalypse based
upon John's own divisions found in the key expression: "After this, I looked . . . " etc.
This is a most important statement in books like Revelation, Ezekiel, Daniel, etc. where
the writer is mentally and physically involved in the message he is receiving and thus
indicates by the words "after this", that there is now a break in the message. It is equally



important to distinguish between whether John "saw" a particular vision or only
"heard" the voice, or whether on the other hand he specifically states that he was "taken
away in Spirit".

These are only a very few of the key words and phrases which must be looked for
when reading the Apocalypse, and whilst these notes on many occasions will only draw
attention to the use of a phrase in a certain place, it is up to the individual reader to draw
the necessary inference and conclusion from it.

The first part contains notes on the first section of the Apocalypse based on John's
own divisions as explained prevously. The main vision of chapter 1 describes the Son
of Man who walks in the midst of the ecclesias and the symbolic representations of "the
Man's" characteristics etc., become the basis of the titles by which the Lord introduces
himself to the seven ecclesias in chapters 2 and 3. Another chart draws attention to the
structure of each of these seven letters and there are many important similarities and
trends which can be readily seen when the letters are considered in this way. Here
again, there is considerable scope for each individual student to extract the obvious
lessons and warnings which he may feel applies to himself or the ecclesia with which
he meets.

In reading the following notes, you may occasionally be puzzled by an obvious
change in style of writing even in the middle of a sentence. In most cases this is because
it was felt that the best way to describe the particular aspect under consideration was to
quote directly from Eureka, Bro. Thomas' exposition of the Apocalypse. Sometimes
such quotes may seem to break up the general flow of the notes, but it has been done
deliberately to encourage the student to read the whole of the relevant section in Eureka
which will then make the quotation more meaningful and reveal the beautiful thematic
continuity of the Lord's message. Quotations of scripture which vary from the A.V.
rendering and are not otherwise indicated, are Bro. Thomas' translation given in
Eureka.

May the blessings of Rev. 1:3 be upon each one who approaches this study with a
desire to understand it and thereby redound Glory to our Heavenly Father.
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A THEMATIC OUTLINE OF THE APOCALYPSE
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[INTRODUCTION & THE SEVEN LETTERS Rev. 1 to 3.
1"I was in the S p i r i t . . . ! h ea rd . . . I s a w . . . " 1:10,12.

[THE SEVEN SEALS — GodT s judgments on Pagan Rome. Rev. 4:1 to 6:17
• "After this I looked and behold a door opened in heaven.." 4:*

A,D. 324
Constant ine - Earthquake

jTHE VISION OF THE 144,000 — Rev, 7:1-
'"After these things I saw four angels.. 7*1

""" V

V
\

[THE SEVEN TRUMPETS — God! s judgments on Catholic Rome;Rev»7:9 to :
"After This, I beheld...a great multitude" 7:9

A.D. 1790
French Revolution - Earthquake.

Bach new vision in the Apocalypse commences with a key
phrase by which John indicates the natural divisions
of the Book. They are:-

WI was in Spirit...! heard...I saw..." which
opens up the Introduction and the Seven Letters
(Rev. 1 to 3).
"After this I looked.....n which begins The Seven
Seals (Rev. 4:1 to 6:17).
"After these things I saw... ." which opens up the
Vision of the 144,000 (Rev. 7:1-8).
"After th is . I beheld " which opens up The
Seven Trumpets (Rev. 7:9 to 15:4).
"After that I looked... ." which opens up the
Seven Vials (Rev. 15:5 to 17:18).
"After these things I saw..." which opens up the
Judgment on Babylon (Rev. 18:1-24).
"After these things I heard.." which opens up the
New Jerusalem (Rev. 19:1 to 22:21).

The three great earthquakes are also significant.
1. Constantine; Rev. 6;12 (Sixth Seal).
2. Napoleon & The French Revolution; Rev. 11:13
(Sixth Trumpet).
i* Christ 's Return and the Fall of Babylon; Rev.
16:18 (Seventh Vial).

(THE SEVEN VIALS -God1s judgments^.
Ion Papal Rome. Rev. 15:5 t o 17:18. v
"After t h a t I looked and behold -
t h e Temple was opened, • . ! f 15:5./

Return of Christ —
Greatest Earthquake.

jJUDGMENT ON BABYLON - Rev. 18:1-24
'"After these things I saw another
i angel... " 18 :1.

The Millenium & Beyond

|THE NEW JERUSALEM Rev. 19Jl to 22:21
|trAfter these things I heard a great voice*

Beginning of
the Millenium

," 19:1

End of
the Millenium





CHAPTER 1

The Son of Man Walking in the
Midst of the Lampstands

Verses 1 and 2: THE TITLE AND INTRODUCTION

Verse 1: "The Revelation"

Greek Apocalupsis means "an uncovering". The word occurs 19 times in the New
Testament and has been translated as "lighten" in Luke 2:32, "manifestation" in Rom.
8:19, "coming" in 1 Cor. 1:7, "appearing" in 1 Peter 1:7 as well as "revelation" in the
majority of cases. The related verb apokalupto, "to reveal", occurs 26 times (e.g.: Rom.
8:18, 1 Pet. 1:5). The definite article does not occur in the text; it is simply "A
Revelation of Jesus Christ..."

"Which God gave unto him"
When Jesus was on the earth, he did not have this knowledge of the "times and
seasons" (Mark. 13:32; Acts 1:7), but now that he is in heaven, the Father has revealed
such unto him.

"His Servants"
Greek: doulon, a bond servant or slave, is a key word in the Apocalypse, occurring 14
times in the book. Even the beloved disciple John is called a servant (cp John. 15:15).

"Things which must shortly come to pass"
Rotherham translates this as: "the things which must needs come to pass with speed".
A footnote comments that this is exactly the same as the Septuagint of Daniel 2:28
(omitting "with speed"). It is significant that the Apocalypse is the sequel to the Book
of Daniel.

"Signified it"
Lit. "he showed them by signs". The principle is declared in Prov. 25:2.

"By His angel"
i.e.: his messenger (cp Rev. 22:6-10).

"His servant John"
John's other writings (the Gospel and epistles) reveal him as a man of deep spiritual
insight particularly conscious of the manifestation (apocalypse) of the Father in His
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