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Studying the parables Is an opportunity to study
something special.

Matthew | 3:10-13

- [ here are two groups of people.

B WY PARABLES?

The disciples were the first group:

Matthew | 3:36

And so the Lord expounded to them.



C\UIDINVG PRINUCIPLES



/ hree principles that will lead our studies.

C\UIDINVG PRINUCIPLES



/ hree principles that will lead our studies.

|. Scripture gives details

C\UIDINVG PRINUCIPLES



hree principles that will lead our studies.

|. Scripture gives details

2. Ask “why?”

C\UIDINVG PRINUCIPLES



hree principles that will lead our studies.

|. Scripture gives details

2. Ask “why?”

“Investigate everything you believe: If it Is the truth, It cannot be
injured thereby; If error, the sooner 1t Is corrected the better...Never
be afraid of results to which you may be driven by your investigations,
as this will inevitably bias your mind and disqualify you to arrive at
ultimate truth.” - Brother John Thomas; Herald of the Kingdom Age to

Come (1859)
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Luke 14:33-35
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he

cannot be my disciple. Salt Is good: but If the salt have lost his savor,
wherewrth shall it be seasoned! It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the
dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.



Luke 14:33-35
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he

cannot be my disciple. Salt 1s good: but if the salt have lost his savor,
wherewrth shall it be seasoned! It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the

dunghill; but men cast it out. Lie that hath ears to hear Jet him Near.



Luke 14:33-35
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he

cannot be my disciple. Salt Is good: but If the salt have lost his savor,
wherewrth shall it be seasoned! It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the
dunghill; but men cast it out. Lie that hath ears to hear Jet him Near.

Luke | 5:]
Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.



Luke 14:33-35
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he

cannot be my disciple. Salt 1s good: but if the salt have lost his savor,
wherewrth shall it be seasoned! It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the

dunghill; but men cast it out. Lie that hath ears to hear Jet him Near.

Luke 15:1
Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to_hear him.
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Publican =  tax collector

Luke 5:27-29 Luke 19:2

They were generally rich. B

Luke 19:8

And this wealth was gained by unjust means.

SUN@NNWNNPEUNNEN

Luke 3:12-13
Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what
shall we do?! And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is
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To realize the power of this, consider who. these people were.

Publican =  tax collector

They were generally rich. e | ke 5:27-29  Luke 192

Luke 19:8

SUN@NNWNNPEUNNEN

And this wealth was gained by unjust means.

1 ‘ . ) ,
These people were known as unscrupulous cheaters and thieves!
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To realize the power of this, consider who. these people were.

Publican =  tax collector

They were generally rich. ‘ Luke 5:27-29 Luke 19:2

Luke 19:8

SUN@NNWNNPEUNNEN

Matthew 5:46-4/

-or If ye love them which love you, what reward have ye! do not even the
publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only vvhat ole ye more
than others? do'not even the pubrcans so7 0%

And this wealth was gained by unjust means.
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To realize the power of this, consider who. these people were.

Publican =  tax collector

Luke 5:27-29 Luke 19:2

They were generally rich. B

Luke 19:8

And this wealth was gained by unjust means.

SUN@NNWNNPEUNNEN

Luke 18:13

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so,much as his eyes
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast; saying, God be merciful to me a
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harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen It, repented not afterward,
that ye might believe him.
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And the sinners were even worse.

Scripture often uses the phrase “publicans and sinners.”

Yet, In one passage, Matthew used a different word instead of “sinner.”

Matthew 2 |:31-32

Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They said unto him, The
first. Jesus sarith unto them, Verily | say unto you, That the ubl;can_sandthe
harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. For John ‘came unto yOou in
the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans
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Just try to picture the scenel

Luke [5:2

DISGVUST

Ihe scribes and Pharisees thought that these
kind of people should be totally avoided!

_uke /:39

Now when the Pharisee which had
oidden him saw It, he spake within
nimself, saying, This man, If he were a
brophet, would have known who and
what manner of woman this is that
toucheth him: for she Is a sinner




For the scribes and pharisees, these were
people who were “unholy’” and who
should be avoided.
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They didn't realize that they too were sinners!

Matthew 26:43
Hebrews |2:3

“Into the hands of sinners”

“sinners against himself”

And, they didn't recognize that God wanted sinners restored.

Psalm 51:12-13

“teach transgressors”



hese parables were told as a response to their reaction!
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“The basic Greek coins as the drachma, roughly equivalent to a Roman
denarius, or one day's wages. Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionary;
"Money of the Bible” ed. Youngblood, Harrison, Bruce

most of them probably wouldnt have kept searching!
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But again, this parable was |
about a repentant sinner.
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The scribes and pharisees had two major Issues.

| - They didn't realize that they too were sinners!

2 - And, they didnt recognize that God wanted sinners restored.

GOING DEEPER

Thus, the Lord's parables dealt with these head on.

| - He showed that they were living in sin.

2 - Andshe.explained.that he had.cometo save the lost!



Thus, each of the parables about seeking and finding were centered
around the Lord Jesus and his work of saving!
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Earlier in his ministry, the Lord had already declared himself to be the
"good shepherd.”

John [0:14-15
John 10:3-4

he would give up everything for the sheep!

unlike others, he had a relationship with his sheep

He would have known the exactranimal that left and he would have
known 1ts name!

THE @OOD SHEPHERD

The flock represented Israel. Ezekiel 34:2  Mark 6:33-34

Thus, the parable begins with a picture of the Lord and Israel.



But, there was a problem!



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock =



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel

In essence, they had left Israel and gone out with the rest of the world.



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel

In essence, they had left Israel and gone out with the rest of the world.

And what was the world like!?



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel

In essence, they had left Israel and gone out with the rest of the world.

And what was the world like!?

Galatians 2:14-15
But when | saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of

the gospel, | said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest
after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou
the Gentiles to live as do the Jews! We who are Jews by nature, and not

sinners of the Gentiles. ..




But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel

In essence, they had left Israel and gone out with the rest of the world.

And what was the world like!?

Galatians 2:14-15
But when | saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of

the gospel, | said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest
after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou
the Gentiles to live as do the Jews! We who are Jews by nature, and not

sinners,of the Gentiles. .,




But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel

In essence, they had left Israel and gone out with the rest of the world.

And what was the world like!?

The lost sheep represented a sinner!



But, there was a problem!

One of the sheep had left the flock = An Israelite had left Israel

In essence, they had left Israel and gone out with the rest of the world.

And what was the world like!?

The lost sheep represented a sinner! BUkeiiisw/
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Then, If they were willing to come Wit
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Throughout his ministry, the Lord
He searched for these sinners unti

Then, If they were willing to come Wit
and brought them home.

nerely f‘:“ ng with the
4:26-2 7, 33

Matthew | 1:28-30 714

This was his offer

Those who came to him would have to ma|<e sacrifices, but fhe yoke

would be easy and they would have help" =0




But, there was still more to the parable.
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VWhat about the 99 sheep!

Luke 54

VVhat man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth

not leave the ninety,and nine In the wilderness, and go after that which is
lost, until he find, it

- [t says' nothing about a keeper
- He purposefully leaves them in the wilderness.

- [ he wilderness by definition isnt a friendly place!

Doesn't that seem negligent?

LEAVING THE 99
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Luke [5:/
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

VWho needs “no repentance’?

Ecclesiastes /:20
For there Is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.
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BUE S
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that

repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

VWho needs “no repentance’?

Luke |3:4-5
Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them,

think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? | tell
you, Nay:but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
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50, there must be something that we're missing.

Luke [5:/
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

VWho needs “no repentance’?

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

And that's exactly how the Lord described the Pharisees!



50, there must be something that we're missing.

Luke [5:/
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

VWho needs “no repentance’?

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

And that's exactly how the Lord described the Pharisees!

Luke [8:10-14



50, there must be something that we're missing.

BUE S
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

VWho needs “no repentance’?

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

And that's exactly how the Lord described the Pharisees!

Luke [8:10-14

both needed to be justified!



50, there must be something that we're missing.

BUE S
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.

VWho needs “no repentance’?

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

And that's exactly how the Lord described the Pharisees!

Luke [8:10-14

both needed to be justified!

but only one realized t!



Matthew 9:1 [-13

And when the Pharisees saw It, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth
your Master with publicans and sinners! But when Jesus heard that, he said
unto them, [hey that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.
But go ye and learn what that meaneth, | will have mercy, and not
sacrifice:for | am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
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Matthew 9:1 [-13
And when the Pharisees saw It, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth

your Master with publicans and sinners! But when Jesus heard that, he said
unto them, [hey that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.
But go ye and learn what that meaneth, | will have mercy, and not

sacrifice:for | am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

VWere the Pharisees righteous?’

Instead, this i1s how they saw themselves!
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These prideful sheep would be left to die in the wilderness!

On the other hand, the repentant sheep would be brought into the house.
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He would demonstrate the same two things in the parable of the lost
coin—but the message would be even more poignant.
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At first, it might seem odd to say that the woman represents the Lord.

But, this concept isn't foreign to Scripture.

THE WOMAN

Sometimes, God Is described as a woman.

“like a travailing woman”

Isalah 42:14-15
Isalah 66: 1 3 “whom his mother comforteth”
Matthew 23:37/

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would | have gathered thy children
together; even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye

would not!
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But, this concept isn't foreign to Scripture.

THE WOMAN

Sometimes, God Is described as a woman.

“like a travailing woman”

Isalah 42:14-15
Isalah 66: 1 3 “whom his mother comforteth”
Matthew 23:37/

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would | have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye

would not!
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erither God or Christ. Why break the parallelism in the middle?



Even more, consider some of these reasons:

| - Contextually, the parables are an answer to the Pharisees regarding the
Lord's actions.

2 - In the parable of the lost sons, the father would seem to represent
erither God or Christ. Why break the parallelism in the middle?

3 - As we will see later; each of these parables represents a different
scenario. Why would Christ say that he wasn't involved In this one!?
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For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silveris tried.

Jeremiah 6:26, 30
O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in
ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for

the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us..reprobate silver shall men call
them), because the LORD hath rejected them.
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Psalm 66:10
For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silveris tried.

Jeremiah 6:26, 30
O daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in
ashes: make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation: for

the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us..reprobate silver shall men call
them), because the LORD hath rejected them.



» G-
W £ -

1T '\{1_#‘ DLUr

W




4 »o G-
. N \ Jer
UOSNOUT DCrIDTUre

’ J' - VU e SN c

The coin represented a sinner.  Luke 15:10




Throughout Scripture, silver represents people.

And, these coins were inside the house.

Meaning, that they were involved In the ecclesial

The coin represented a sinner.  Luke 15:10

But it was a sinner inside the ecclesia.



Throughout Scripture, silver represents people.

And, these coins were inside the house.

Meaning, that they were involved In the ecclesial

SILVER COINS

The coin represented a sinner.  Luke 15:10
But 1t was a sinner inside the ecclesia.

This wouldn't have been the publicans and harlots.



Throughout Scripture, silver represents people.

And, these coins were inside the house.

Meaning, that they were involved In the ecclesial

SILVER COINS

The coin represented a sinner.  Luke 15:10
But it was a sinner inside the ecclesia.
This wouldn't have been the publicans and harlots.

Like the lost sheep, they had wandered away a long time ago.



Throughout Scripture, silver represents people.

And, these coins were inside the house.

Meaning, that they were involved In the ecclesial

SILVER COINS

The coin represented a sinner.  Luke 15:10

But it was a sinner inside the ecclesia.

This wouldn't have been the publicans and harlots.

Like the lost sheep, they had wandered away a long time ago.

So who were the sinners that were lost inside the house?
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The Lord would light a lamp.

amp = Word of God
EsalparitieliCs
Proverbs 6:23

hus, he would use Scripture.
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1 Luke 16:29-31

| Abraham saith unto him, They have
{ Moses and the prophets; let them
' hear them. And he said, Nay father
{ Abraham: but if one went unto them |
 from the dead, they will repent. And
{ he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will §
} they be persuaded though one rose |
| from the dead. t
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{ Search the scriptures; for in them
1 ye think ye have eternal life: and
1§ they are they which testify of me.
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1§ they are they which testify of me.




Isalah 14:23

Sweeping doesn't appear often. SE A RCH I N G

"besom of destruction” st e s I e e S A
sweeping isn't gentle ~
Matthew 23:13-15

John 5:42

{ John 5:39 ;
{ Search the scriptures; for in them |
} ve think ye have eternal life: and

ﬂ'g they are they which testify of me.
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“besom of destruction” USSR S —
er to find them, the Lord would use Scripture and would sometimes
. sweepingisntgentle” §

Matthew 23:13-15

{ John 5:39 ;
1 Search the scriptures; for in them |
'. ve think ye have eternal life: and

1§ they are they which testify of me.
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But, for those who were willing to put aside their pride, there would be
Jjoy In heaven.

And so, the Lord

| -They didn't realize that

2 ~They dic

This parable focused strict

JOYT

They were the sinners. They were the ones who needed to be found.
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A shepherd John 21:15 | Peter 5:1-2
| And we shepherd his flock! | Peter 5:3-4  “the chief Shepherd”
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In these parables, the Lord Jesus gave us an example.



; The beautiful thing about these parables is that they also apply to us!
A shepherd John 21:15 | Peter 5:1-2
| And we shepherd his flockl | Peter 5:3-4  “the chief Shepherd"

LIKE CHRIST

A woman 2 Corinthians |'1:1-2  Ephesians 5:24-25

In these parables, the Lord Jesus gave us an example.
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Two scenarios in these parables:

| - Lost sheep

- wandered away from the ecclesia

- we seek until they are brought back

- we seek like Christ!  John [:14"  John 5:19

- we put them on our shoulders and offer support

2 - Lost coin

- lost within the ecclesia

- weseekuntl t

- our responsibility!  Luke 15:8-9  “which | had lost”
- we light the lamp

- we sweep the house



__WE NEVER GIVE UP.



